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Heb.  xi-14— “He  being  dead,  yet  speaketh.” 

I  have  selected  these  words  rather 
as  a  preface  to  what  I  have  to  say 
this  morning  than  as  a  text  from 
which  to  preach  a  sermon,  hoping  to 
show  that  they  are  peculiarly  appli¬ 
cable  to  your  late  beloved  pastor, 
whose  memory  the  services  of  the 
morning  are  designed  to  commemor¬ 
ate. 

In  a  sense,  the  text  is  true  of  almost 
every  one  that  dies.  The  little  child 
removed  from  earth  to  heaven,  even 
before  it  has  commenced  to  talk, 
speaks  to  its  mother’s  heart  in  tender 
tones  of  love  and  affection,  which  are 
often  instrumental  in  driving  that 
mother’s  thoughts  and  heart  heaven¬ 
ward,  to  the  abode  of  her  beloved 
treasure.  Wicked  men,  whose  per¬ 
nicious  influence  is  felt  long  after  they 
are  dead  and  forgotten,  speak  to  the 
generations  which  follow  them. 
Good  men  too,  speak  bv  their  kind 
words,  personal  sacrifices,  holy  lives, 
and  heavenly  influences,  which  they 
exeit  while  living,  long  after  they 
have  ceased  to  move  among  men 
In  ibis  sense,  our  text  is  true  of  him 
whose  venerable  form  you  have  been 
accustomed  for  so  many  years  to  meet 
in  these  earth!  v  courts. 

The  Rev  Alexander  Gamble 
Morrison 

was  born  in  Colraiae,  Lancaster 
county,  Pa.,  about  eighteen  miles 
from  this  place,  on  September  13th, 
1798.  He  was  the  oldest  of  a  family 
of  seven  children,  two  of  whom,  a 
sister  and  a  brother,  preceded  him  to 
their  rest.  He  was  the  son  of  pious 
parents,  his  father,  Samuel  Morrison, 
having  been  a  worthy  ruling  elder  in 
the  Middle  Octoraro  Church,  and  his 
mother  a  godly  woman.  The  religion 
of  such  parents  bad,  no  doubt,  a  salu¬ 
tary  influence  upon  their  children. 
His  family  have  occupied  positions  of 
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influence  and  of  honor  in  the  church 
aid  in  the  State.  One  of  his  broth¬ 
ers,  Robert  Morrison,  of  Hightstown, 
N.  J.,  is  a  minister  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  ;  another  James  G. 
Morrison  is  a  ruling  elder  in  the  Union 
Presbyterian  Church  ;  and  his  broth¬ 
er  Hr.  John  Morrison  of  Cochranville, 
Chester  county,  has  been  a  successful 
physician,  and  represented  this  Con¬ 
gressional  District  in  the  33d  National 
Congress. 

The  childhood  and  youth  of  your 
late  revered  pastor  were  spent  at 
home.  He  assisted  his  father  in  the 
duties  of  a  farmer  and  miller  until 
he  was  about  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
For  about  two  years,  however,  before 
reaching  this  period  of  his  life  hia 
attention  was  seriously  directed  to 
the  ministry ;  this  was  his  great 
absorbing  thought,  and  he  was  con¬ 
stantly  revolving  in  his  own  mind  his 
duty  with  reference  to  the  sacred 
office.  At  last  the  final  decision  was 
reached,  and  he  determined  to  serve 
Cod  and  his  generation  as  a  minister 
of  Christ.  He  consecrated  himself 
with  all  his  powers  and  whatever  of 
worldly  goods  he  afterward  inherited 
to  this  blessed  service.  But  he  was 
not  yet  ready  to  enter  upon  the  duties 
of  his  chosen  vocation.  Years  must 
be  spent  and  money  expended  in 
preparation  for  the  work  to  which  he 
felt  called  of  Cod.  His  preparatory 
studies  were  commenced  in  the 
vicinity  of  his  own  home,  afterward 
pursued  in  a  school  at  Brandywine 
Manor  and  then  completed  at  Newark, 
Del.  After  leaving  Newark  he  spent 
some  time  in  the  Theological  Semin¬ 
ary,  at  Princeton,  N.  J.  Among 
those  with  whom  he*was  associated 
while  there, there  were  quite  a  number 
who  afterward  became  distinguished  iu 
the  pulpit  and  in  the  church  for  their 
piety  and  learning,  and  who  have 
tilled  honorable  positions  in  the  liter- 


4 


ary  world  as  professors,  directors  and 
trustees  iu  Colleges  and  Theological 
Seminaries.  The  names  most  fa¬ 
miliar  to  this  congregation  ai;e,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  William  S.  Flamer,  a  pro¬ 
fessor  and  author,  and  the  Rev.  Dr. 
John  M.  Dickey,  of  Oxford,  president 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Lincoln  University,  Pa.,  and  Direc¬ 
tor  in  the  Theo’iigical  Seminary  of 
Princeton.  Not  only  were  Dr.  Dickey 
and  Mr.  Morrison  associated  together 
in  the  Seminary,  but  they  have  been 
pleasantly  linked  together  ever  since, 
as  co-presbyters.  On  September  29th, 

1824,  Mr.  Morrison  was  introduced  to 
the  Presbytery  of  New  Castle,  in  ses¬ 
sion  at  Chanceford,  York  County,  as  a 
candidate  for  the  Gospel  Ministry,  and 
was  examined  on  experimental  religion 
and  his  views  for  seeking  the  sacred 
office.  The  words,  A n peccatum  Ado, mi 
postens  impulatum  sit  ?  were  assigned 
to  him  for  a  Latin  exegesis.  In  the 
Union  Church,  of  which  he  afterward 
became  pastor,  the  exegesis  was  read 
before  the  Presbytery,  April  5th,  k 

1825.  On  the  following  day  the 
Presbytery  assigned  to  him,  *as  the 
subject  for  a  lecture,  the  23d  Psalm, 
a  portion  of  Gcd’s  Word  in  which  he 
took  great  delight,  and  which  proved 
a  source  of  profit  and  comfort  to  him 
when  upon  his  death  bed;  and  Acts 
2:23  was  assigned  to  him  as  the 
subject  for  a  critical  exercise.  On 
the  27th  of  the  next  September,  in 
the  church  of  New  London,  of  which 
the  Rev.  R.  P.  DuBois,  a  man  greatly 
esteemed  and  much  beloved  bv  our 
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departed  friend,  has  long  been 
pastor,  the  pieces  prepared  upon  these 
subjects  were  presented  to  and  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  Presbytery.  Romans 
10:4  was  the  text  given  to  him  upon 
which  to  prepare  a  popular  sermon 
preparatory  to  his  licensure.  On  the 
4th  of  April,  1826,  the  Presbytery 
met  in  the  Bellevievv  Church  and  the 
opening  sermon  was  delivered  by  Mr. 

Morrison  from  the  above  text :  the 

/ 

day  following,  his  examination  hav¬ 
ing  been  completed  and  sustained,  he 
was  licensed  by  the  Presbytery  of  | 


New  Castle,  in  the  bounds  of  which 
he  labored  during  his  whole  minis¬ 
terial  life,  to  preach  the  Gospel  of 
Christ  as  a  probationer  for  the  holy 
ministry. 

At  the  next  Spring  meeting  of  the 
Presbytery,  held  in  the  Newark 
Academy,  April  5th,  1827,  a  call 
from  the  Union  congregation  for  one 
half  of  the  ministerial  labors  of  Mr. 
Alexander  G.  Morrison  was  presented 
to  the  Presbytery  and  put  into  his 
hands.  Mr.  Morrison  for  some  reason 
did  not  accept  this  call.  On  the  3rd 
of  October  following  a  call  was  pre 
sented  to  the  Presbytery,  in  session 
at  Columbia,  from  the  congregation  of 
Doe  Run,  asking  for  the  ministerial 
services  of  Mr.  Morrison,  and  at  this 
meeting  he  returned  the  call  from  the 
Union  Church  and  declared  his  accep¬ 
tance  of  the  call  from  the  congrega¬ 
tion  of  Doe  Run.  The  second  Tues¬ 
day  of  November  following,  was  set 
apart  as  the  day  on  which  to  ordain 
and  install  him,  but  owing  to  the  in¬ 
clemency  of  the  weather  and  other 
causes,  the  meeting  of  the  Presby¬ 
tery  did  not  take  place.  The  Presby¬ 
tery  convened  at  Doe  Run  church, 
on  Wednesday,  April  23d,  1828,  and 
Mr.  Morrison  preached  a  sermon  pre¬ 
paratory  to  ordination.  At  10  o’clock 
on  the  day  following  he  was  ordained 
and  installed  pastor  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion  of  Doe  Run  In  these  services 
so  solemn  and  momentous  to  Mr. 
Morrison,  and  so  interesting  to  the 
people  of  Doe  Run,  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Barr  presided,  Rev.  Amzi  Babbit 
preached  the  sermon,  and  Rev.  Robert 
Graham  gave  the  charges.  At  this 
meeting  ten  ministers  were  present, 
all  of  whom  have  gone  to  their  long 
home,  except  two,  the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  N. 
C.  Grier  and  the  Rev.  Thomas  Love. 

So  much  pleased  were  the  people  of 
the  Union  church  with  the  young  min¬ 
ister  of  Doe  Run  that  just  six  months 
after  his  ordination  they  sent  a  com- 
rnissioner  to  Presbytery,  met  at 
Oxford,  who  asked  leave  on  behalf  of 
the  church  he  repsesented,  to  lay 
before  that  body  again  a  call  for  oue 


o 


half  of  Mr.  Morrison’s  ministerial 
services.  The  call  was  placed  in  his 
hands  by  the  Presbytery  and  he 
having  signified  his  acceptance  of 
the  same,  it  was  “  ordered  that 
the  Saturday  preceding  the  third 
sabbath  of  November,  1828,  at  11 
o’clock,  be  the  day  appointed  for 
the  installation”  services  :  The  Rev. 
Dr.  Ebeuezer  Dickey  was  appointed 
to  preside,  the  Rev.  Robert  White  to 
preach  the  sermon  and  the  Rev  Robt. 
Graham  to  deliver  the  charge  to  the 
pastor  and  to  the  people. 

The  Doe  Run  and  Uniou  churches 
are  about  eighteen  miles  apart,  and 
for  about  six  years  Mr.  Morrison  sus¬ 
tained  the  relation  of  pastor  to  them 
both.  Once  at  least  in  everv  two 
weeks,  and  oftener  as  duty  called,  the 
long  miles  between  these  two  points 
were  regularly  traveled  twice  over. 
Through  storm  and  sunshine,  through 
mud  and  dust,  through  cold  and  heat, 
through  rain  and  snow  aud  frost  he 
kepi  his  appointments,  and  the  old 
people  tell  me  that  during  the  whole 
of  his  pastorale,  he  seldom,  if  ever, 
failed  to  be  with  either  of  his  congre¬ 
gations  wnen  they  expected  him.  He 
was  not  in  the  habit  of  speaking  of 
his  hardships,  but  he  has  told  me,  in 
his  own  modest  wav,  that  often,  dur¬ 
ing  the  winter  season, when  he  arrived 
at  Doe  Run  to  preach,  his  over  coat 
has  been  frozen  so  stiff  that  it  would 
stand  alone,  and  his  hair  hanging 
round  with  icicles.  He  ordinarily 
preached  three  times  on  the  Sabbath, 
on  Saturday  evenings  and  on  other 
days  of  the  week  as  he  had  oppor¬ 
tunity.  Among  his  preaching  places 
"•ere  the  villages  of  Doe  Run,  Unien- 
ville,  Rock  Run  and  Coates ville.  It 
was  not  for  money  that  he  thus 
toiled,  endured  hardships  and  exposed 
himself  to  all  kinds  of  weather,  for 
his  actual  salary,  if  he  received 
it  all,  was  but  three  hundred  dollars 
a  year. 

So  closely  is  the  history  of  our 
Church  interwoven  with  that  of  Mr. 
Morrison  that  the  one  cannot  well  be 
told  without  the  other;  we  shall 


therefore  leave  him  for  the  present 
and  run  briefly  over  the  history  of 
our  church  through  which,  to-day, 
“  he  being  dead  }ret  speaketh.” 

In  the  Spring  of  1831  an  effort  was 
made  to  erect  a  house  of  worship  in 
the  village  of  Coatesville.  The  school 
house  had  become  too  small  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  large  congrega¬ 
tions  that  attended  public  worship  in 
I  the  place,  and  no  one  sect  felt  itself 
sufficiently  strong  to  undertake  the 
erection  of  a  church.  At  a  meeting, 
held  in  the  school  house,  it  was  unan¬ 
imously  agreed  that  a  united  effort  be 
made  to  secure  a  lot  and  to  erect 
j  thereon  a  suitable  building,  in  which 
to  hold  religious  services.  Ezekiel 
Rambo,  Joseph  Miller,  George  P. 
Laum‘,  Solomon  Lukens  and  Joseph 
Gardiner,  were  appointed  a  committee 
to  solicit  subscriptions  to  enable  the 
people  to  carry  out  their  wishes.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  terms  of  subscription 
the  house  erected  was  to  be  dedicated 
to  the  worship  of  Almighty  God,  and 
to  be  used  in  common  by  preachers  of 
the  Gospel  in  good  standing,  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  following  denominations  of 
Christians,  viz :  Presbyterians,  Bap¬ 
tists,  Friends,  Episcopalians,  and 
Methodists.  The  ground  upon  which 
this  building  now  stands,  was  the  lot 
i  secured,  and  the  first  building  erected 
upon  it  was  finished  in  the  Spring  of 
1832.  The  deed  was  made  to  Thomas 
H.  Gardiner,  Jesse  Coates  aud  Ben¬ 
jamin  I  Miller,  trustees  elected  by  the 
owners,  to  be  held  by  them  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  the  subscribers.  A 
constitution  was  adopted,  containing 
twelve  articles,  which  speak  well  for 
the  religious  sentiments  and  ortho¬ 
doxy  of  the  subscribers.  Each  sect 
was  to  worship  God  according  to  the 
forms  and  usages  adopted  by  its  re¬ 
spective  societies.  The  “  Meeting 
House,”  as  it  was  called,  was  not  to  be 
used  by  every  one  calling  himself  a 
minister,  for  Art  Till  of  the  Consti¬ 
tution  says.*  “No  stranger  shall  be 
allowed  the  use  of  the  Meeting  House 
unless  one  or  more  of  the  trustees 
shall  have  good  testimony  that  he  is 
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an  authorized  minister  in  good  stand¬ 
ing,  belonging  to  one  of  the  above 
mentioned  Christian  denominations.” 
A  number  of  the  subscribers  believed 
in  a  free  gosj;el,  and  in  their  Consti¬ 
tution  ample  provision  was  made  for 
carrying  out  practically  their  belief, 
as  Art.  IX  says:  “No  minister 
shall  receive  a  stated  salary  for 
preaching  in  this  Meeting  House,  nor 
shall  any  collections  be  taken  up  in  it 
for  any  purpose,  except  to  defray  the 
incidental  expenses  pertaining  to  the 
House.”  The  whole  number  of  sub¬ 
scribers  was  153,  and  the  amounts 
subscribed  ranged  from  $1  to  $30. 
The  late  Hr.  Jesse  Coates,  whose 
memory  stiil  lives  in  many  a  grateful 
household  and  lingers  in  pleasant 
recollections  in  many  a  lonely  cham¬ 
ber  ef  sickness,  seems  to  have  felt 
much  interest  in  the  Meeting 
House,  as  well  as  others  who  after¬ 
ward  became  active  members  of  the 

Presbyterian  Church.  When  the 
%/ 

House  was  finished  it  was  found  that 
the  amount  received  by  subscription 
fell  short  of  paving  off  the  entire  debt 
by  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  dol¬ 
lars.  This  sum  was  divided  equally 
among  the  following  individuals  and 
paid  bythem,  viz:  Joseph  Miller, 
Ezekiel  Rambo,  Thomas  H.  Gardiner, 
Geo.  Fleming,  Solomon  Lukeus,  Dr. 
Jesse  Coates,  Benjamin  I.  Miller  and 
Jos.  Gardiner. 

This  meeting  House  was  one 
of  Mr.  Morrison’s  outposts  where 
he  often  dispensed  the  Word  of  Life 
to  hungry  souls,  and  greatly  to  the 
edification  of  t lie  people  many  of 
whom  felt  that  he  ought  to  receive 
some  compensation  for  his  services. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  subscribers,  held 
September  23d, 3  838,  it  was  agreed  by 
a  majority  of  more  than  two-thirds 
that  the  clause  of  the  ninth  article  of 
the  Constitution,  which  says,  “No 
minister  shall  receive  a  stated  salary 
for  preaching  in  this  House,”  be 
"stricken  out.  This  was  no  doubt 
done  to  enable  the  Presbyterian  por 
lion  of  the  subscribers  to  enter  into 
some  specific  engagement  with  Mr. 


Morrison, for  as  early  as  December  5th, 
1832,  an  application  was  presented  to 
Presbytery,  in  session  at  West  Ches¬ 
ter,  from  several  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Coatesvilie  and  its  vicinity,  to  be  or¬ 
ganized  into  a  Presbyterian  church. 
The  Rev.  James  Latta  and  Mr.  Mor¬ 
rison  were  appointed  for  that  purpose, 
but  they  each  presented  separate  re¬ 
ports  to  the  Presbytery.  Another 
committee,  consisting  of  three  minis¬ 
ters  and  two  ruling  elders,  was  ap¬ 
pointed.  This  committee  met  in 
Coatesvilie,  September  4th,  1833,  and 
organized  the  church  which  had 
grown  out  of  Mr.  Morrison’s  labors. 
The  young  church  began  its  career 
with  twenty-one  members,  not  one  of 
whom  is  a  member  in  communion 
with  it  now.  Some  have  gone  to 
the  church  above  and  others  have 
connected  themselves  with  other 
churches.  At  its  organization  Ben¬ 
jamin  I.  Miller,  James  H.  Perkins 
and  Benjamin  Davis  were  elected 
ruling  elders.  Mr.  Davis  was  or¬ 
dained  and  installed  the  day  following 
the  election.  The  Sacrament  of  the 
Lord’s  Supper  was  administered  for 
the  first  time,  December  22d,  1833,  by 
the  Rev.  Robert  White.  Two  more 
ruling  elders,  viz:  Thomas  H  Gardi 
ner  and  B.  I.  Miller  were  ordained 
and  installed  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  M. 
Dickey,  March  1834-  At  a  meeting 
of  Presbytery  held  in  Marietta,  March 
13th,  1834,  a  call  was  received  from 
the  congregation  of  Coatesvilie  for 
Mr.  Morrison.  The  next  meeting  of 
the  Presb\  tery  was  held  at  Lancas¬ 
ter,  April  1st,  1834,  and  our  church 
session  was  represented  in  that  body 
for  the  first  time,  B.  I  Miller  being 
the  representative.  At  the  same 
meeting  the  call  from  this  church 
asking  for  one  half  of  Mr.  Morrison’s 
time  was  put  into  his  hands.  On  the 
following  day  he  signified  his  accept-, 
ance  of  the  same,  and  requested  per¬ 
mission  to  resign  the  charge  of  the 
Union  congregation  which  was  grant¬ 
ed.  The  time  fixed  for  the  installation 
of  Mr.  Morrison  as  the  pastor  of  this 
church  was  April  23d,  1834.  The 


Rev  Dr.  J.  N.  C.  Grier,  now  the  old¬ 
est  living  member  of  the  Presbvterv 
was  appointed  to  preside,  Rev.  John 
Wallace  to  preach  the  sermon,  and 
Rev.  William  A.  Stevens  to  deliver 
the  charges.  From  this  time  Mr. 
Morrison’s  connection  with  the  Union 
church  ceased.  He  was  much  be¬ 
loved  bv  that  people  and  it  was  not 
without  sincere  regret  that  they  gave 
him  up  to  Coatesville,  Some  years 
since,  when  the  Union  pulpit  was 
vacant,  he  was  urged  to  allow  his 
name  to  go  before  the  congregation 
as  a  candidate,  but  this  he  refused  to 
do.  lie  continued  to  minister  to 
the  united  congregations  of  Doe  Run  ; 
and  Coatesville  for  about  twenty- 

three  vears. 

* 

In  pursuing  our  history  we  must  | 
return  once  more  to  the  Meeting 
House.  The  subscribers  found  their 
plan  to  be  impracticable,  and  they 
concluded  to  dispose  of  their  property. 
Upon  application  to  the  State  Legis¬ 
lature,  an  act  was  passed,  authorizing 
the  Trustees  ot  the  Meeting  House  to 
sell  the  lot  and  building  to  Thomas 
Scott,  William  Scott,  and  John  D. 
Pei  kins,  Jr.,  as  a  place  of  worship  for 
the  Presbyterian  Congregation  of 
Coatesville,  provided,  that  they  repay 
within  one  year  from  the  passage  of 
the  act. such  of  the  original  subscribers 
as  shall  within  six  months  demand 
the  same,  the  full  amount  of  their 
original  subscriptions.  This  act  was 
approved  June  23d,  1842,  and  signed 
by  David  R  Porter,  Governor  of  the 

Commonwealth  of  Pen  ns  vl  vania.  On 
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September  20th,  1843,  the  property  of 
the  Coatesville  Meeting  House  be 
came  the  legal  property  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  of  Coatesville,  by  deed 
from  the  Trustees  of  the  one  to  the 
Trustees  of  the  other. 

On  April  14th,  1857,  a  call  was  pre 
sented  to  Presbytery,  met  in  New 
Castle,  Delaware,  for  the  ministerial 
services  of  Mr  Morrison  for  his 
whole  time,  promising  him  a  salary 
of  five  hundred  dollars  a  year,  a  larger 
sum  than  he  had  ever  received.  In 
the  absence  of  Commissioners  from 


the  Doe  Run  Church,  no  action  was 
taken  upon  the  call  At  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Presbytery,  held 
October  6,  1857,  David  Young  and 
Franklin  Gordon  appeared  as  Com¬ 
missioners  from  the  Doe  Run  Church, 
and  stated  that  the  the  congregation 
had  reluctantly  consented  to  the 
dissolution  of  the  pastoral  relation. 

The  relation  was  then  dissolved 
and  Mr.  Morrison  became  the  pastor 
of  this  church  for  the  whole  of  his 
time.  When  we  remember  that  he 
and  the  Congregation  of  Doe  Run 
had  been  associated  together  for 
nearty  thirty  years,  as  pastor  and 
people.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at 
if  they  parted  with  him  reluctantly. 
Indeed  so  reluctant  were  they  to  give 
him  up  that  some  of  the  older  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  congregation  still  hold  a 
grudge,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  ex¬ 
pression,  against  the  members  of  this 
congregation  for  persuading  their 
pastor  to  leave  them.  Mr.  Morrison’s 
reason  for  leaving  Doe  Run  Church 
was  because  he  felt  himself  unable  to 
perform  the  work  of  both  charges. 
He  also  saw  far  'enough  into  the 
future  to  know  that  Coatesville  was 
destined  to  become  a  place  of  impor¬ 
tance,  and  therefore,  he  felt  the 
necessity  of  devoting  all  his  time  and 
energy  to  the  up  budding  of  this 
church.  The  result,  so  far  as  this 
church  is  concerned,  at  least,  has 
shown  that  Mr.  Morrison  acted 
wisely.  Let  whatever  feelings  of  bitter¬ 
ness  or  unkindness  that  may  yet  find 
a  place  in  the  bosom  of  any,  caused 
by  this  change,  be  forever  banished 
and  forgotten  as  we  linger  around  the 
newly  made  grave  of  our  beloved 
father  and  friend.  If  the  Doe  Run 
people  were  here  this  morining  i 
would  say,  you  ought  to  feel  grateful 
to  this  people  for  having  provided  so 
generously,  during  the  days  of  his 
feebleness  and  inactivity,  for  one  who 
spent  his  best  years  among  you,  and 
from  whom  you  were  so  sorry  to  be 
severed  as  a  people. 

So  rapidly  did  the  congregation  in¬ 
crease  under  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Mor- 
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risen,  that  on  the  29rh  of  March,  1849, 
it  was  decided  to  take  down  the 
building  known  as  the  Meeting  House 
and  to  erect  a  large  and  more  conve¬ 
nient  edifice  The  new  church  build¬ 
ing  was  erected  under  the  supervision, 
of  B  I.  Miller, S.  W.  Scotland  Francis 
Parke,  as  a  committee,  at  a  cost  of 
two  thousand,  three  hundred  and 
forty-five  dollars.  Such  was  the  con¬ 
tinued  prosperity  of  the  church,  that 
at  a  meeting  of  the  congregation  held 
December  13th,  1865,  it  was  again 
decided  to  enlarge  the  Church.  A. 
D.  Harlan,  John  Scott,  j r. ,  and  Ben¬ 
jamin  Miller,  were  appointed  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  collect  money  for  that  pur¬ 
pose.  Twenty  six  feet  were  added  to 
the  old  building,  and  on  February 
22nd,  1867,  the  house  which  we  now 
occupy  was  dedicated  to  God,  as  a 
house  of  worship,  free  from  all  debt, 
at  a  cost  of  six  thousand,  one  hundred 
and  forty  one  dollars  and  ninety  one 
cents.  ($6,141  91) 

By  this  time  the  health  of  Mr. 
risen  had  become  very  much  impair¬ 
ed,  and  the  congregation,  on  the  19th 
of  June  following*  the  dedication,  very 
kindly  released  him  from  all  minister¬ 
ial  duty,  for  three  months,  hoping 
that  by  a  season  of  rest  he  might 
again  be  able  to  resume  his  work 
His  regular  salary  was  continued,  and 
the  expenses  of  supplying  the  pulpit 
were  paid  out  of  the  treasury.  His 
health,  however  did  not  improve,  and 
at  the  urgent  advice  of  the  physicians 
consulted  he  decided  to  seek  a  disso¬ 
lution  of  the  pastoral  relation.  He  was 
unwilling  to  yield  to  the  pressure  of  age 
and  infirmity,  but  necessity  com¬ 
pelled  him  to  do  so.  A  meeting  of 
the  congregation  was  called,  which 
took  place  September  28th,  1867,  when 
he  made  known  his  decision  to  the 
people  and  requested  them  to  unite 
with  him  in  asking  Presbytery  to  cut 
the  tender  tie  by  which  they  had  been 
so  pleasantly  bound  together  for  more 
than  thirty-three  years.  But  to  the 
honor  and  praise  of  this  people  be  it 
said  that  they  very  magnanimously 
declined  to  accede  to  his  request  to 


have  the  pastoral  relation  dissolved, 
and  with  great  unanimity  agreed  to 
retain  him  in  the  position  which  he 
had  so  long  and  successfully  filled,  to 
pay  him  three  hundred  dollars  per 
annum  during  his  life,  and  to  seek 
out  one  who  would  be  associated 
with  him  as  a  co-pastor,  to  perform 
the  active  duties  of  the  pastorate. 
This  was  a  praise-worthy  act.  It 
was  nothing  more  than  right,  but  peo¬ 
ple  sometimes  deserve  praise  for  doing 
right. 

This  is  a  touching  period  in 
the  good  man’s  life.  Here  his  toils 
end  ;  his  work  is  in  a  measure  done  ; 
the  hardships  of  life  are  supposed  to 
be  over:  he  has  done  the  will  of  his 
Master,  and  now  the  time  of  patient 
waiting  and  suffering  that  same  will 
has  come.  It  was  no  doubt  hard  for 
him  to  think  and  feel  that  the  harness 
which  he  had  so  long  worn  must  now 
be  laid  aside,  but  the  otherwise  bitter 
cup  was  sweetened  b}^  the  generosity 
of  a  grateful  people,  who  had  decided 
still  to  regard  him  as  a  pastor  until 
God’s  good  angels  shall  come  to  bear 
his  spirit  to  the  abode  of  the  redeem¬ 
ed,  to  mingle  with  the  spirits  of  just 
men  made  perfect.  A  few  words 
completes  this  history  On  January 
15th, 1868,  a  call  wras  made  out  for  your 
present  pastor  to  become  associated 
with  Mr.  Morrison  as  co-pastor.  He 
entered  upon  his  duties  on  Sabbath 
morning,  May  10th,  aud  was  ordained 
and  installed  May,  28,  1868.  The 
relation  thus  constituted  between  the 
two  pastors  existed  very  pleasaatly 
and  harmoniously  until  Thursday  af¬ 
ternoon.  October  27th  last,  at  about 
twenty  minutes  before  2  o’clock 
when  our  beloved  father  breathed 
his  last  and  sweetly  fell  asleep  in 
Jesus.  As  I  stood  bv  the  bedside 
of  that  venerable  servant  of  Christ 
just  gone  to  his  rest,  just  entering 
the  mansions  of  glory,  I  could 
almost  hear  the  “  Well  done,  good 
a  d  faithful  servant,  enter  thou  into 
the  joys  of  thy  Lord,”  which 
greeted  him.  I  could  not  but  silently 
pray  that  the  virtues  which  had 
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adorned  his  life  and  so  endeared  him 
to  this  people  and  made  him  so  much 
be’oved  by  this  community  might 
also  adorn  mine. 

I  hare  thus  endeavored  to  run 
over  the  life  of  our  departed  one,  and 
in  connection  with  it  the  growth  and  in 
brief  the  history  of  our  beloved 
church  ;  and  as  you  look  at  this  mon¬ 
ument,  the  result,  under  God  of  his 
toiling  and  watching  and  praying 
is  there  not  great  appropriateness  in 
the  application  of  our  text  to  him  ? 
Truly  may  it  be  said  of  him,  “  He 
being  dead  yet  speaketh.”  When 
vour  deceased  pastor  began  to  preach 
here,  more  than  forty  years  ago, 
most  of  you  were  children  ;  many  of 
us  here  were  unborn  ;  some  of  you 
were  young  men  and  maidens.  He 
was  the  sharer  of  your  j  ys  and  your 
sorrows;  he  ming’ed  with  you  in 
your  festivities  and  he  mingled  with 
you  in  your  tears;  he  buried  your 
fathers  and  your  mothers  ;  he  placed 
upon  many  of  you,  in  your  infancy, 
the  baptismal  seal  ol  God’s  covenant; 
he  joined  many  of  you  together  in 
bonds  of  holy  matrimony.  In  look¬ 
ing  over  his  record  of  marriages  I 
find  that  just  twenty  one  years  ago 
the  very  day  that  we  laid  him  in 
yonder  cemetery,  the  first  of  a  great 
company  who  are  vet  to  sleep  within 
its  enclosure,  he  was  in  one  of  the 
families  of  this  congregation,  and 
pronounced  one  of  the  fathers  and 
mothers  now  before  me  husband  and 
wife.  What  a  marked  contrast  as 
they  remember  him  in  the  enjoyment 
of  the  marriage  festival,  when  their 
own  young  hearts  were  full  of  affec¬ 
tion  and  life,  and  their  hopes  high 
with  anticipations  which  they  fondly 
expected  to  realize  in  the  future, and  as 
they  silently  gazed  upon  his  lifeless 
form  in  the  embrace  of  death,  with 
twenty-one  years  intervening.  He 
not  only  baptised  you,  but  also 
your  children,  ami  with  you  he  sadly 
followed  some  of  them  to  the  grave. 

Mr. Morrison  was  not  a  great  man  in 
the  estimation  of  the  world,  and  yet, 
he  had  great  excellencies  of  character 


which  were  known  best  to  those  who 
knew  him  intimately.  In  attempting 
to  set  forth  the  elements  of  his  char¬ 
acter,  which  made  him  so  generally 
beloved  by  those  who  knew  him,  we 
cannot  do  more,  at  this  late  hour  than 
to  briefly  enumerate  a  fe'v  of  the  more 
prominent : 

1.  He  was  a  laborious  man  in  his 
early  ministry.  He  preached  in 
season  and  out  of  season  At  all 
times  he  was  ready  to  serve  his 
people  when  called  upon.  The  dis¬ 
tance  between  his  first  charges  gave 
him  of  necessity  a  vast  amount  of 

«y 

laborious  work  which  he  performed. 
In  addition  to  the  labor  connected 
with  his  own  congregations,  he  was 
constantly  called  upon  to  attend  the 
funerals  of  strangers,  and  often  at 
long  distances  from  his  own  home. 
Any  man  who  labors  honestly  and 
zealously  in  any  vocation  will  be  re¬ 
spected  even  by  his  opponents. 

2.  He  was  an  exceedingly  modest 
man.  This  thought  is  so  well  ex¬ 
pressed  in  a  beautifully  written  letter 
addressed  to  Mrs.  Morrison  a  few 
days  ago,  by  the  Rev.  John  L.  With¬ 
row,  who  is  well  known  to  all  here, 
that  I  take  the  liberty  of  reading  the 
whole  of  it  to  vou  : 

It  was  with  sadness  of  heart  T  read  the  invi¬ 
tation  which  yon  directed  brother  Roberts  to 
send  me  Although  no  longer  in  active  labor,  I 
always  looked  upon  the  presence  and  prayers  of 
such  a  father  as  dear  Mr.  Morrison  to  be  such  a 
blessiug  to  the  church,  as  is  the  dew  of  Hermon 
to  the  hills — a  gentle,  generous  influence  of 
cheer  and  life.  His  work  was  done  without 
parade  or  pride.  His  talents  for  pulpit  work 
would  have  taken  him  to  a  conspicuous  position, 
many  a  year  since,  had  his  ambition  been  even 
with  his  abilities.  But  many  a  sweet  little 
Spring  starting  and  sparkling  by  the  roadside, 
aiid  never  failing  to  fill  every  cup  of  the  thirsty 
will  have  more  to  remember  it  with  words  of 
blessing  tha~  the  noisy  brook,  which  brawls 
more  and  blesses  less. 

Since  dear  father  Morrison  sowed  his  first  seed 
of  truth  in  that  community,  the  farmers  have 
sown  and  reaped — how  many  crops  ?  But  their 
gatherings  have  been  rejoiced  over,  and  in  many 
c  ises  their  •  ains  are  gone,  and  they  are  gone, 
and  the  world  is  not  the  richer  in  moral  results. 
But  the  effects  of  that  faithful  preacher’s  work 
will  just  now  beam  to  appear.  He  has  ‘‘gath¬ 
ered  wages  unto  life  eternal.”  From  gen eration 
to  generation  the  saved  fathers  shall  transmit 
words  of  instruction  out  of  his  mouth  to  their 
successors  and  sons.  And  being  dead  he  will 
yet  speak.  The  church  spire  as  long  as  it 
points  to  heaven  will  hold  a  testimony  to  the 
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usefulness  of  him  through  whose  influence  it  was 
builded.  To  many  a  loving  ear,  the  bell  will 
never  ring  without  starting  sweet  memories  of 
the  scenes  when  he  served  at  those  altars. 

But  I  cannot  enlarge.  I  cannot  offer  to  mourn 
with  you.  A  hymn  of  heaven  sweetly  sung 
wou'd  be  more  suited  to  the  hour  of'his  sepulture 
than  sorrow  or  crying.  But  for  a  professional 
engagement  (wedding,)  I  would  come  and  sing 
it  with  you.  And  if  no  one  had  already  got  it, 
I  would  look  about  for  his  fallen  mantle  of 
meekness  and  meetness  for  heaven,  n,nd  put  it 
on  me,  as  a  prouder  covering  than  could  be  the 
royal  purple.-  In  gentle  sympathy  of  spirit, 

Yours, 

Phila.  Oct  30i:h.  1870.  J.  L.  Witiirow. 

3  He  was  a  man  of  strong  and 
tender  sympathies.  Every  young 
man  who  sought  to  better  his  condi¬ 
tion  or  desired  to  enlarge  his  sphere 
of  usefulness  was  sure  to  find  a 
friend  in  Mr.  Morrison.  He  was  not 
the  most  approachable  of  men,  but 
when  once  you  found  your  way  to  his 
heart  and  gained  his  confidence,  you 
found  that,  in  him,  you  had  a  friend 
in  whom  vou  could  trust,  a  wise, 
judicious  counsellor,  one  who  would 
never  betray  any  confidence  you 
might  repose  in  him.  Upon  this 
point  the  Rev.  Mr.  Newkirk  writes: 
‘‘Personally  1  have  always  been 
treated  by  Mr.  Morrison  with  great 
kindness  and  cordiality,  and  have  felt 
under  many  obligations  to  him  for  his 
fatherly  care  and  sympathy.  He  was 
always  helpful  to  young  ministers 
and  did  what  he  could  to  encourage 
feeble  churches. ”  The  Rev  James 
Bolton  writes  :  <!1  have  always  re¬ 

spected  and  loved  Mr.  Morrison  from 
my  childhood,  and  I  shall  never  for¬ 
get,  neither  in  this  world  nor  in  the 
world  to  come,  his  kindness  to  my 
dear  departed  mother,  and  to  myself, 
and  to  all  our  family.  I  always  felt 
that  I  was  more  indebted  to  him  lor 
all  that  I  am,  or  ever  shall  be,  than 
to  any  other  man  on  earth  ”  Very 
few  of  those,  who  knew  him  well  ever 
desired  to  forfeit  his  friendship.  He 
grew  upon  all  who  came  in  contact 
with  him  as  a  congenial  friend  and 
companion,  and  was  a  man  great  in 
his  goodness  of  heart.  The  Rev.  Dr. 
J.  M.  Dickey  who  was  highly  es- 
teemed  and  beloved  by  Mr.  Morrison, 
writes :  “I  have  known  him  from 
the  time  we  were  in  the  Seminary 


together,  and  have  loved  him  without 
a  cloud  to  darken  our  intercourse 
since.”  My  own  intercourse  with 
him  fully  justifies  all  that  other  bretb- 
ern  have  written  respecting  him.  1 
came  here  an  entire  stranger  to  al¬ 
most  every  one  of  you  I  do  not 
think  I  had  ever  spoken  to  him  until 
the  Sabbath  morning  on  which  I  first 
preached  to  you,,  three  years  ago  on 
the  6:h  of  last  month.  From  that 
day  we  were  steadfast  friends.  You 
all  know  something  of  the  stormy  sea 
on  which  I  sailed  during  the  early 
part  of  my  ministry.  From  first  to 
last,  he  not  only  gave  me  his  confi¬ 
dence  and  h.arty  sympathy,  but  he 
also  encouraged  and  taught  you  to 
give  me  yours.  But  this  is  a  chapter 
in  the  history  of  our  church,  and  iu 
the  life  of  its  first  pastor  which  I  da 
not  wish  to  uncover,  simply  for  the 
sake  of  those  who  forsook  so  good  a 
man  and  gave  him  so  many  days  of 
uneasiness  and  sleepless  nights  dur¬ 
ing  the  latter  years  of  his  life.  He 
never  once  hesitated  as  to  the  wis¬ 
dom  of  the  course  he  had  pursued  ; 
indeed  only  a  few  days  before  our  de¬ 
parted  father  went,  to  God  to  render 
up  his  final  account  to  Him,  for  this,  as 
well  as  for  every  other  act  of  his  life, 
with  eternity  in  full  view  he  said  : 
“As  1  look  back  upon  our  troubles 
now,  and  review  my  own  course  con¬ 
nected  with  them,  1  feei  that  if  I  were 
again  placed  in  a  similar  position  I 
could  not  act  otherwise,  when  I  see 
the  pre.-ent  prosperous  condition  of 
the  church,  1  believe  it  was  all  right.” 
The  strong  attachments  which  he 
formed  made  it  very  hard  for  him  to 
give  up  those  with  whom  he  had  been 
on  such  terms  of  intimacv,  and  whose 
friendship  broke  when  tested,  but  he 
felt  it  was  God’s  will,  and  that  it  was 
a  discipline  which  he  needed  to  fit 
him  for  glory,  lo  lead  him  to  lean 
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upon  the  Almighty,  rather  than  upon 
weak  humanity  like  himself.  His 
sympathetic  nature  was  best  known 
and  appreciated  by  the  poor  aud  the 
afflicted  who  most  needed  the  mani¬ 
festation  of  it.  Several  incidents 
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illustrative  of  this  thought  have  come 
under  my  notice,  one  of  which  I  can¬ 
not  forbear  to  give  you.  It  was  re¬ 
lated  to  me  bv  one  who  was  familiar 
with  all  the  circumstances,  and  may 
therefore  be  relied  upon  as  true  :  A 
poor  mother  in  Israel,  one  of  his  flock, 
and  one  of  God’s  poor,  who,  the  late 
Dr.  Coates  said,  died  the  most  tri¬ 
umphant  death  he  had  ever  witnessed, 
was  suffering  from  cancer,  Mr.  Morn 
son  came,  as  her  spiritual  adviser,  to 
minister  to  her  the  comforts  and 
consolations  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ, 
and  in  his  own  quiet,  delicate  inno- 
fensive  way,  he  remembered,  also, 
her  temporal  necessity.  He  said 
nothing  about  poverty  and  temporal 
need,  but  his  sympathetic  eye  saw  the 
needs  of  the  case,  and  after  he  had 
gone  there  was  found  under  the  pil¬ 
low  of  the  suffering  woman,  two  dol¬ 
lars  and  fifty  ceDts,  which  the  family 
well  knew  the  good  man  had  left 
there.  It  was  not  a  large  sum,  it  is 
true,  but  it  was  large  for  the  income 
of  the  giver. 

4.  He  was  a  courageous  man  in 
his  presentation  of  the  truth  Though 
naturally  mild  and  yielding  in  his 
disposition,  yet  when  he  felt  that 
principles  were  involved  he  was  firm. 
He  would  rather  sacrifice  his  friends 
at  any  time,  than  his  principles.  He 
was  a  strong  advocate  of  the  Temper¬ 
ance  cause,  when  it  was  not  so  popu¬ 
lar  as  it  is  in  these  days, and  fearlessly 
presented  and  urged  its  claims  from 
the  pulpit.  As  a  preacher  I  did  not 
know  Mr.  Morrison  personally,  but 
many  of  you  did,  and  from  one  and 
another  of  this  congregation  I  have 
learned  that  he  was  one  of  the  most 
fearless  and  courageous  men  that  ever 
entered  the  pulpit.  One  of  this 
congregation  has  more  than  once  said 
to  me  :  “When  Mr.  Morrison  was  in 
the  pulpit  he  feared  no  man.”  An 
incident  that  forcibly  illustrates  this 
trait  of  his  character  is  told  by  a  good 
woman  now  living  in  Oxford.  Rock 
Run,  as  we  have  already  remarked, 
was  one  of  Mr.  Morrison’s  preaching 
places,  and  the  house  of  the  woman 


referred  to,  wras  the  church  in  which 
the  people  often  met  to  learn  from  his 
lips  the  way  of  salvation.  There 
also  lived  in  the  neighborhood  a  man 
who  was  an  avowed,  outspoken 
infidel,  and  who, from  all  w  e  can  learn, 
was  disposed  to  persecute  the  follow¬ 
ers  of  Christ.  The  plain  simple 
preaching  of  the  Gospel  bv  Mr.  Morri¬ 
son  and  the  influence  which  he  was 
exerting,  aroused  the  enmity  of  the 
infidel  against  him,  and  as  a  last 
resort  to  drive  him  from  the  plaie, 
he  threatened  to  shoot  him.  The 
good  woman  felt  concerned  for  the 
safety  of  her  pastor’s  life  and  informed 
him  of  the  threat  When  he  heard 
her  story  Mr.  Morrison  replied  :  “  If 

you  are  not  afraid  to  open  vour  house 
I  am  not  apraid  to  come  and  preach.” 

Such  my  friends  is  the  man  we 
have  lost;  a  man  esteemed  and  ap¬ 
preciated  by  the  Presbytery  to  which 
he  belonged,  as  indicated  by  the 
paper  adopted  at  its  last  meeting, 
expressive  of  the  sympathy  which 
the  members  felt  toward  him,  in  the 
time  of  his  suffering,  as  well  as  by 
individual  letters  that  have  been  re¬ 
ceived,  containing  such  expressions 
as:  “  Our  good  brother  Morrison  has 
‘fought  the  fight  and  kept  the  faith’ 
if  any  since  the  days  of  Paul  have 
done  so.”  “  I  have  seldom  known 
one  who  came  so  near  to  filling  my 
ideal  of  a  good  man,  and  I  loved  him 
as  such.”  “  The  memory  of  his  great 
worth  and  goodness  is  engraved  on 
mv  heart,  and  it  will  never  be  effaced” 
He  was  honored  by  this  community 
and  he  was  beloved  by  this  church. 
He  was  greater  far  than  if  he  had 
been  a  great  scholar,  or  a  great  orator 
or  widely  known  to  fame.  He  was 
great  in  moral  worth,  in  goodness  of 
heart  and  purity  of  character  ;  and 
when  the  great  names  of  earth  shall 
have  perished  his  voice  shall  speak 
through  these.  The  young  men  who 
were  cheered  by  his  encouraging 
kindness  and  sympathy  to  enter  the 
ministry  are  to-day,  as  they  preach  to 
their  congregations,  speaking  for  him; 
those  who  have  been  persuaded  to 


live  a  life  of  faith  in  the  Son  of  God, 
are  speaking  for  him  so  that  “he 
being  dead  yet  speaketh.” 

The  children  and  grandchildren  of 
such  a  man  ought  to  be  wise  and 
good,  and  in  no  way  can  you  better 
show  your  love  for  your  departed 
father,  in  no  way  can  you  better 
mourn  }^our  loss  than  by  following 
him  as  he  followed  Christ. 

The  church  that  has  been  blessed 
with  the  ministrations  of  so  good  a 
man,  for  so  many  years  should  fond¬ 
ly  cherish  the  memory  of  such  a  pas¬ 
tor.  He  was  most  deeply  interested 
in  this  church  and  in  all  things  that 
pertained  to  it ,  its  joys  were  his  joys 
and  its  sorrows  were  his  sorrows. 

We  shall  miss  him, in  the  session,  in 
congregation,  in  the  Sabbath  School 
and  in  the  prayer  meeting, for  though 
he  has  not  been  actively  engaged 
with  us  for  some  time  past, yet  we  have 
had  the  benefit  of  his  silent  prayors, 
and  we  are  told  that  the  prayers  of 
the  righteous  avail  much.  He  will 
be  missed  most  of  all  in  his  own  fam¬ 
ily  for  he  was  emphatically  a  family 
man — a  kind  and  loving  husband  and 
an  indulgent,  afiectionate  father.  Oh  ! 
how  much  he  will  be  missed  iu  the 
family  circle  none  can  tell  but  those 
who  have  met  with  a  sim.lar  loss. 

Christian  brethern,  this  good  man, 
being  dead,  speaks  to  us  to-day,  urg¬ 
ing  us  to  a  higher  and  holier  conse¬ 
cration  of  ourselves  to  Good’s  service. 
Our  working  day  must  soon  end  and 
our  night  of  death  must  soon  come. 
“Whatsoever  thy  hand  findeth  to  do, 
do  it  with  thy  might ;  for  there  is  no 
work,  nor  device,  nor  knowlege,  nor 
wisdom,  in  the  grave,  whitheT  thou 
goest.” 

To  you  my  impenitent  hearer  this 
man  of  God  speaks  as  he  has  never 
spoken  before.  He  will  no  longer 
reason  with  you  and  plead  with  you 
to  give  your  heart  to  God  ;  you  will 
never  again  hear  that  voice,  which 
you  have  so  often  heard,  in  persuasive 
'tones  of  love  and  entreaty.  His  death 
is  a  testimony  to  the  power  of  that 
religion  which  he  so  urged  upon 


your  acceptance  and  he  being  dead 
yet  speaks  to  you.  Let  me,  this 
morning,  urge  you  to  recall  the  many 
warnings  and  entreaties  you  have  re¬ 
ceived  in  this  sacred  place  from  your 
departed  friend  and  pastor  and  let  me 
remind  you  that  vou  shall  again  meet 
with  him  where  you  shall  be  required 
to  give  an  account  of  the  manner  in 
which  yon  have  improved  the  means 
of  grace  as  they  have  been  dispensed 
by  him. 

But  I  will  not  detain  you  longer, 
I  desire  to  throw  out  but  one  more 
thought  and  then  I  have  done.  If 
there  is  such  a  thing  as  heavenly 
recognition,  and  I  love  to  think  that 
there  is,  what  think  you  must  have 
been  the  joyful  meeting  above  as 
your  fathers  and  mothers  and  broth¬ 
ers  and  sisters  and  children  and 
friends,  gone  above  received  their 
honored  pastor  to  share  in  their  joys 
and  pleasures.  We  need  not  weep 
and  mourn  as  those  who  are  comfort¬ 
less.  He  is  not  separated  from  this 
church.  A  partof  this  church  has  gone 
above  to  mingle  with  that  great  multi¬ 
tude  which  no  man  can  number,  with 
those  who  have  washed  their  robes 
and  made  them  white  in  the  bloud  of 
the  Lamb.  A  part  is  in  glory  as 
well  as  here  on  earth,  and  that  part 
in  glory,  like  that  here  on  earth,  is 
made  up  of  loved  ones  belonging  to 
the  various  family  circles  here  repre¬ 
sented  ;  and  while  we  as  a  church 
mingle  our  tears  with  those  of  its 
pastor’s  family  here  let  us  remember 
that  the  heavenly  portion  of  our 
church,  the  departed  members  of  your 
households  are  rejoicing  with  that 
portion  of  your  pastor’s  family  in 
heaven  over  the  addition  to  their 
number  While  we  weep  they  receive 
their  pastor  and  spiritual  father  with 
joy.  Let  us  so  live  that  the  moral 
standard  of  the  community  shall  be 
elevated  by  our  life,  and  that  when 
we  shall  go  the  way  of  all  the  earth 
it  mav  be  said  of  us  in  the  same  sense 
in  which  it  is  said  of  all  the  truly 
great  and  good:  “He  being  dead  yet 
speaketh.” 


